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Schlessinger Media:  United States History 

Causes of the Civil War 
The Industrial North 
1.  What was happening in the North in the early 1800s to 1860s? 

2.  What did the British call the American system of making things by machine? 

The Agricultural South 
3.  What was the major source of jobs and wealth in the South? 

4.  Why did the South feel the need to hold on to slavery? 

The Slave South 
5.  What were enslaved people considered by their owners? 

Slave Life and Revolt 
6.  How did enslaved people resist slavery? 

7.  Who led the famous slave revolt in Virginia in 1831? 



Name: ____________________ 

8.  What was the Southern white reaction to the Turner revolt? 

The Abolition Movement 
9.  What did the pamphlet “Walker’s Appeal” encourage enslaved people to do? 

10.  Who was a leading abolitionist who published The Liberator? 

11.  What did most Americans think of the abolitionists? 

12.  What other groups supported the anti-slavery movement? 

13.  About how many times did Harriet Tubman return to the South on the Underground 
Railroad? 

The Argument for Slavery 
14.  What did the Southerners accuse the Northern factories of doing? 

15.  What was the mudsill theory? 



Name: ____________________ 

The Constitution, Slavery, and Western Territories 
16.  How did the South benefit when California was admitted as a free state in 1850? 

17.  Why did Harriet Beecher Stowe write Uncle Tom’s Cabin? 

18.  What did Congress decide on the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854? 

Dred Scott vs. John F.A. Sanford 
19.  Why did Dred Scott feel he was free? 

20.  Why did his owner feel Scott was not free? 

21.  What did the Supreme Court decide in the Dred Scott case? 

1) 

 
 
2) 

 
 
3) 
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22.  Which political party was supported primarily in the North?  the South? 
North (“Free soil, free labor, free men”): 

South: 

23.  What two Illinois men debated the fate of the Union and who won? 

24.  What was the purpose of John Brown’s attack on the arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia? 

25.  What did this attack show the South? 

A House Divided 
26.  Who won the Presidential race in 1860? 

27.  What was his main goal? 

28.  How did the Southern States react to the election of a Republican? 

29.  Where was the first confrontation of the war? 


